REVIEWS

“...And once he started playing his guitar he became ageless. One couldn't imagine where the man, the instrument and the music separated, if at all.”

 Los Angeles Valley Star, USA

“Azabagic played Aranjuez as if he owned it...the duet between guitar and English horn melted every one of the 1200 hearts in the audience.”

The Morning Call, USA

“Azabagic shows a particularly balanced combination of perfect technique and mature musicality... Incredible virtuoso music with all kinds of technical difficulties was played perfectly”

Dagblad van het Oosten, Netherlands

”He has a dazzling technique and possesses an enormous interpretative sensibility”

Ritmo, Spain 

“He is a virtuoso artist of timbres, who masters, as it seems, easily all kind of expressions: from enchanting softness to passion, from deep emotions to enormous joy”

Kolnische Zeitung, Germany

“The sound was glorious, he is a superb technician. The brilliance of Azabagic’s playing brought an easy grace to the music”

The Herald Times, USA

“...Master of sweet tones…...Magician of expression”

Kolnische Zeitung, Germany

“As always, Azabagic’s playing is clean smooth, and effortlessly musical.”

American Record Guide

“Azabagic was playing with four hands, not just two”

Los Angeles Valley Star, USA

“Impeccable technique and lautustic sonority...” 
El Pais, Spain

“Denis Azabagic's playing is of the highest caliber.”

MW-Classical music on the web

“Expertly played”

American Record Guide

“Beautiful sound and unerring musical sense”

Sound Board Magazine, USA

“Azabagic’s vivid, imaginative account gathered up every surge and whisper of the musical narrative, giving fresh impact to an old story, and underscoring what a fine piece of music this is. Azabagic’s extraordinary way with the shading of light and color was further evident in Rodrigo’s Invocación y Danza. I still cannot quite believe that such flawless execution is possible on the guitar. But I was there, and I heard it. Amazing! ”

Sound Board Magazine, USA

“His playing blends structural awareness with melodic fluency, marvelous tone”

American Record Guide
“…recital by Bosnian guitarist (now based in Chicago) Denis Azabagic was certainly the finest guitar recital that I have heard in a lifetime of concert-going, and one of the best concerts of any kind I have heard since writing for CVNC…the notes of the five preludes by Villa-Lobos with which Azabagic opened the program were perfectly clear, and all the detail registered eight rows back. From the outset it was obvious that Azabagic is gifted with a level of technical mastery that is rarely heard on the guitar, with every note precisely articulated. Not only does Azabagic make expressive use of a broad range of dynamics, from fortissimo to visible, but not audible, but the gamut of tone color with which he shapes the music is impressive. Most importantly, all these technical chops (which would put him in the crème de la crème already) are in the service of a keen musical intelligence with taste and soul.”

Tom Moore, CVNC   Online Publications, Inc.
“It is apparently hard to rattle Denis Azabagic…

In his recital at the Kimbell Art Museum’s Renzo Piano Pavilion on Thursday night, the Bosnian classical guitarist showed that he is not easily intimidated by even the most daunting of scores …All works were performed with technical excellence burnished with a real verve and obvious joy in playing. The standout work of the night was Out of Africa, a charming suite by Atlanta-born composer Alan Thomas. Inspired by the book by Karen Blixen and its film version, the five-movement work displayed a wide range of winning personalities.”

Punch Shaw, special to DFW.com

“If you had the misfortune to miss Thursday’s recital by Bosnian guitarist Denis Azabagic, I suggest you make every effort to hear him play the next time he’s in town.  Azabagic’s stage presence is charming and charismatic, and that charisma comes through in his playing, and combines with technical prowess, musicality, and programming diversity to create one of the best classical guitar performances I’ve ever heard… 

Alan Thomas’s Out of Africa, inspired, according to Azabagic’s onstage remarks, by Karen Blixen’s novel and the subsequent film, was utterly transfixing. The five-movement work required both technical facility and musicality, which Azabagic offered in abundance. His technique surpasses the traditional, and includes bold novelty techniques. The piece showcased the full range of the guitar’s, and by extension Azabagic’s, abilities, alternating between moments of fast-paced virtuosity and lyric beauty. I don’t think I’ve ever heard a guitarist with a more sumptuous tone in the lyrical passages.”

J. Robin Coffelt fot Theatre Jones

"… music lovers made their snow-covered way to Symphony Hall Saturday evening, seeking and finding warmth in the fiery rasp and passionate rustle of Spanish guitar, superbly played by Springfield Symphony Orchestra guest artist Denis Azabagic.... the featured work was one of the most famous and well-loved pieces in the guitar repertoire, Joaquin Rodrigo's "Concierto de Aranjuez." Azabagic delivered a stunning performance, both technically brilliant and emotionally profound, and was hailed by an immediate standing ovation.
His playing was nimble and clean in the outer Allegros, pearly-toned and vibrant in the melancholy Adagio…Azabagic also played Vivaldi's Concerto in D Major, RV 93, …like the Rodrigo, the Vivaldi offered a soulful slow movement...Throughout the evening, Azabagic consistently exhibited the character and mastery that have earned him accolades as the finest classical guitarist of his generation."
Clifton Noble Jr. | Special to The Republican ,Springfield, MA
"Denis Azabagic demonstrated his unbelievable guitar playing skills, sincere love to music, professionalism and passion…" 
Chicagotribune.com
